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In patients with an apnea—hypopnea index of 30 or greater
and no subjective daytime sleepiness, continuous positive
airway pressure did not modify quality of life, objective
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processing, visuomotor coordination, or arterial blood
pressure.
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Patients with the Goodpasture syndrome (anti-glomerular
basement membrane antibody disease with pulmonary
hemorrhage) and severe renal failure should be considered
for urgent immunosuppressive therapy, including plasma
exchange, to maximize the chance of renal recovery. Patients
in need of immediate dialysis are less likely to recover.
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In this study, the incidence of unrecognized myocardial
infarction in women with known coronary disease was much
lower than that noted in previous studies of populations
without established coronary heart disease.
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continuity of care throughout a variety of treatment settings.
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Pharmaceutical price controls offer short-term gains for a
small proportion of patients at the cost of curtailing research
that promises to bring far better therapies in the future. The
notion that controls could provide reasonable incentives for
future research has no foundation.
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Barbé and colleagues' findings on the efficacy of continuous
positive airway pressure in patients with sleep apnea but no
daytime sleepiness, reported in this issue, raise three important
issues. First, why are some patients with high levels of respiratory
disturbance during sleep not excessively sleepy? Second, what
are the reasons for treating patients with obstructive sleep
apnea? And finally, how can we identify patients with
obstructive sleep apnea who will benefit from treatment?
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It can hardly be a mystery why the price of prescription
drugs in the United States has become such a contentious
issue. What does the evidence tell us about the actual
cost-effectiveness of prescription drugs and the need for the
current outlays for drug development?

A New Editor for Annals of Internal Medicine—2001 1072
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The 3 July 2001 issue of Annals will witness a changing of
the guard. Frank Davidoff will exit gracefully after six and a
half years as the highly capable, widely respected editor,
passing the torch to a new editor, Harold Sox.
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Jacques Rethel was a country doctor in a village located in
the Manche area of Normandy. This wasn't the first time
he'd been requisitioned by the Germans at a moment's
notice to attend to their soldiers—usually high-ranking
officers.
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To center the medical interview on the patient as well as the
disease, the physician must offer both nonverbal and verbal
evidence that what the patient has to say is important. In
the end, the two most useful physician qualities may be
curiosity and patience— curiosity to ask questions such as
“Tell me about yourself,” and patience to wait for the
answer.
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